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2014: Local Real Estate Market's Strong Recovery 
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“Your Monthly Bill”

Real Estate Newsletter
1008 Adams, Downtown Bay City.  989.892.4800

Bay City Developments and How They Are Creating Change !
Pictured: the new Dow Corning Building at Uptown 
Being a member of the Bay City Planning and Zoning Board has been a rewarding experience the past two years. It has been 
interesting to see building plans before the shovels start moving dirt. The developers who have already invested in Bay City and 
the construction plans for 2015 are leaving a positive feeling among most who are in the real estate market. Buyers are  feeling 
that if these companies are willing to spend millions in creating jobs, revenue, opportunity and building a landscape that enhances 
the city, then they are more confident to decide to move here. The past several years have seen Forbes Magazine and Money 
Magazine state that Bay City is one of the top 10 U.S. cities for retirement with an affordable standard of living. This year, I have 
closed sales that featured buyers from California, Florida, North Carolina and Minnesota who purchased homes in the city. Most 
of them read about the community on the internet and decided to see it for themselves. Once here, they were convinced. Change 
is happening and it is just going to get better.

Outdoor Urban Recreation:  
Get Back to Nature! 

If you have gone down Euclid Avenue lately you may have 
noticed the new park in town located across from Monitor 
Lanes on Euclid Avenue. The Discovery Preserve was 
formerly the Euclid Linear Park that was under Bay County 
Board of Commissioner control. Now the Saginaw Basin 
Land Conservancy is the steward for this 12-acre parcel 
that features boardwalks and viewing platforms of the wet-
land area that is a significant habitat site for waterfowl. Zak 
Branigan and Trevor Edmonds are shown accepting a 
grant from Mike Kelly of Watershed Initiative Network for 
the park development. The site is also featured on the 142 

mile Saginaw Bay Birding Trail which will come into great focus this coming year with the Midwest Birding 
Symposium coming in September 2015 which will bring thousands of enthusiasts to Bay City for the first time. 
This Outdoor Urban Recreation project is just one opportunity for people to get outside and see wildlife in liter-
ally, their back yard. Also, if you would like a Saginaw Bay Birding Trail Map, a Saginaw Basin Land Conser-
vancy Field Guide of their preserves and a bumper decal or two for your car, just call or email me and I will get 
them to you FREE!  

End of  Summer 2014 
Football Schedules Edition

Surpr ises 
are nice… 
most of the 
time, and 
in the case 
of a real 
e s t a t e 
m a r k e t 
turnaround 
it is good 
all of the 
time. At the 

beginning of the year it would have been hard to guess 
that the sales would be so strong with homes selling 
more quickly than recent years and for more money. 
The numbers have been better every year since the 
low point of 2009, and this year is giving even more 
hope. In my case this is my best year ever (see activity 
list on the second page) and that includes the early 
years of the last decade. The demand for housing has 
exceeded supply and that is always good for sellers. 
The interest rate is still just over 4% and that is great 
news for buyers. Lenders are delivering clear-to-close 
in less time than what was experienced in the last 

several years. All in all, this is a win-win market. Here is 
a look at the numbers for 2014 and how Ayre/Rhinehart 
Bay has performed. 
The first 7 months have produced 792 sold properties, 
which puts the year on a path to equal 1358 at year 
end. The total should be more as the second half of the 
year is usually stronger than the first half with the cold 
Jan-Mar period. There is also a push in December to 
get deals closed before the new year. The average sale 
price has been $79,840 for a volume of $63,233,544. 
The staff at Ayre/Rhinehart Bay has achieved an aver-
age price of $105,198 for its sold listings which is 32% 
above the association average.  
The inventory for sale in the early part of the year was 
approximately 700 units, 400 fewer than the usual 
market of 1100-1200 homes. The positive activity has 
encouraged some sellers to test the market and there 
are now 991 homes for sale with 154 of them pending.  
Shown here are three of Bill’s listings that are available: 
clockwise left to right, 701 N Johnson, an historically 
significant, beautifully styled and amazingly featured 
Tudor craftsman at $228,800. The home at 2144 5th  is 
on the boulevard and is well updated for $137,500 and 
the home at 1901 Center is a bargain at $97,700. 
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Fall Farm Markets & Witzgall 
Orchards!

Fall is a great time of year, especially if you 
enjoy going to  farmer’s markets with the 

donuts, cider, apples 
and pumpkins. The 
chill is in the air and 
the beauty of the 
leaves changing colors 
make for pleasant days 
outside. A great way to 
spend some weekends 
this fall will be to go to 
the Farmer’s Market in 

downtown Midland or take a drive to the huge 
market in Port Austin. Why not also stop and 
see Doris and Wayne Witzgall at their Or-
chards at 5179 S Two Mile. They have over 
40 varieties of apples and 400 trees on 6 

acres. There are also fresh donuts, honey 
and cider… and don’t forget their carmel ap-
ples! Congratulate them on their recent Bay 
City in Bloom Award for their gardens.

Smoothies, Easy and Good for You! 
No matter what time of year, smoothies are 
delicious and nutritious and so easy to make. 
You don’t need fresh fruit, just go to the store 
and get what is frozen and get out your 
blender! Here are some to try!!
Zak’s Favorite: Assorted frozen fruit from 
Kroger and some frozen blueberries, add a 
few dollops of Greek Yogurt, a tablespoon of 
honey, a banana or two, a cup of coconut milk 
and a cup of OJ. blend it a little at a time to 
not bind the blender. !
Banana Smoothie: 2 bananas, 1/2 cup vanilla 
yogurt and 1/2 cup milk, 2 tsp honey, a pinch 
of cinnamon and 1 cup ice.!
Triple Berry: 1 1/2 cups of a mix of blackber-
ries, strawberries and raspberries, 1 cup ice 
and a little sugar to taste. !
Raspberry Orange: 1 cup each of OJ and 
raspberries, 1/2 cup plain yogurt, 1 cup ice 
and sugar to taste.!
Carrot-Apple: 1 cup of each with 1 1/2 cups of 
ice.!
Creamsicle: 3/4 cup frozen OJ concentrate, 
1/2 cup cold water, 1 cup vanilla ice cream 
and 1 cup ice.!
Strawberry-Maple: 2 cups strawberries, 1 1/2 
cup milk, 1/4 cup maple syrup, 1/4 cup wheat 
germ, 1 1/2 cups ice and a dash of cinnamon.!

Fresh Fruit Smoothie: 1/2 cup milk, 1/2 cup 
white grape juice, 1 cup strawberries, 1/2 cup 
pineapple chunks, 1/2 lemon squeezed, 1/4 
tsp (1 capsule) Vitamin C powder, pinch of 
salt and a small handful of fresh seedless 
grapes.!
Veggie Blend: 1 1/4 cups tomato juice, 1/4 
cup carrot juice, 1/2 stalk celery, 1/4 cup pars-
ley, 1/4 cup spinach, 1/2 cup ice.!
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Bill’s Buyers & Sellers!
Spring and Summer 2014!

604 Nurmi Ct., SOLD, $179,900!
3100 Gaslight, SOLD, $240,000!
1720 6th, SOLD, $164,900!
209 Englehardt, SOLD, $192,500!
2200 McKinley, SOLD, $169,900!
2452 Amelith, SOLD, $140,000!
305 Main, SOLD, $113,000!
1001 Germania, SOLD, $118,800!
2349 Bay Woods, SOLD, $93,900!
300 N Birney, SOLD, $90,000!
1314 McKinley, SOLD, $129,900!
2409 Fraser, SOLD, $51,000!
1604 5th, SOLD, $75,800!
1009 S Sherman, SOLD, $59,900!
6258 Greenview Pl., SOLD, $74,900!
5619 Firethorne, SOLD, $180,500!
2529 Winslow, SOLD, $158,500!
602 Park Ave., SOLD, $147,500!
521 Park Ave., SOLD, $107,900!
2008 Fremont, SOLD, $57,900!
2114 S Madison, SOLD, $52,500!
414 N Farragut, SOLD, $21,500!
4669 Foxcroft, PENDING, $173,900!
5239 Crestway, PENDING, $239,900!
2599 W North Union, PENDING, $129,500!
1807 Michigan, PENDING, $119,900!
958 N Jones, PENDING, $119,900!
401 Ruth, PENDING, $116,500!
420 S Birney, PENDING, $58,000!
1540 Wedgewood, $299,900!
3020 Wildwood, $369,900!
701 N Johnson, $228,900!
2303 Vina Ct., $134,900!
3576 Seville, $84,500!
2570 Peterson Beach, $94,500!
2144 5th, $137,500!
1513 Raymond, $132,300!
1204 Freeland, $174,900!
1901 Center Ave., $98,500!
815 E. Midland St., $198,000!
510 Shepard, $79,900!
314 S Jackson, $62,900!
1001 S Hampton, $24,900!
1620 E Beaver, $49,999!
0 Carter Rd., Lot, $47,900!
0 Midland Rd., Lot, $28,800!
0 MIchigan Acreage, $48,900!
Scheurmann Rd. lot, $29,900!

Subscribe.......
Do you know that Bill publishes eNewsletters?  
If you want to keep up on what is happening 
and get links to online fun, just call or email Bill 
and give him your email address. He never sells 
your address, so don’t worry. 200 subscribers 
already get the Monthly Bill eNews already.  

A recent U of M study shows that people who are affluent live 
longer. This is partially due to the ability to afford better health 
care and have regular checkups and a better diet. However, 
one thing that everyone can do is get more exercise. No mat-
ter what your income level, there is a form of exercise that you 
can do that will benefit your overall health and enjoyment of 
life. It will also make you stronger and less likely to get ill. My 
son, Zak and I are now getting into biking. My knees aren’t 
what they used to be! So, get out and “just do it”. 

http://www.billbranigan.com
http://www.billbranigan.com

