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What’s New in Local Real Estate!
The middle of March to the middle of June is usually the best time of year to sell
or buy a home. The pent-up demand from the winter, combined with the
determination from New Year's Resolutions to make the move make for good
activity for real estate. This year interest rates are at historic lows, but we do not
have our normal number of listings. The prices are sharp and reflect market
conditions. Currently there are 679 residential listings that are not under
contract, 209 residential properties that are pending and 480 that have been
sold to date. The average sold price of a Bay County Realtor Association listed
property is $71,508. This is just slightly ahead of 2011’s average sale price of
$71,346 which was ahead of 2010’s average of $71,160. Compared to many of
the markets throughout the country, this slow, steady progress is a good thing.
Prices are affordable for buyers and that encourages offers while allowing
sellers the opportunity to achieve success in making that housing change.

First Anniversary for AR Bay!

Stop in anytime at our office in downtown Bay City. Just
look for the red brick building with the new signs next to
the Pere-Marquette Depot. We’d love to see you.

We're excited to announce that we achieved a major
milestone on April 29th: the completion of our first
year in business in Bay City! We celebrated this
accomplishment on Thursday night, May 3rd at our
office at 1008 Adams St. Approximately 100 people
visited and shared in the festivities. Your support and
friendship have made our success possible.
We have made an impact in innovative ways to serve
our clients. Our website, www.arhousebay.com is one
of the most informative and easy to use with our map
search option. You can find us on Facebook and
Twitter. We provide virtual tours for our listings that
are among the best produced. We are developing
television ads that will begin running soon on
networks such as CNN, HGTV and TLC. Call us and
let us show you what we can do for you!

Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy
My son, Zachary Branigan was named the Executive Director of the Saginaw Basin Land
Conservancy in February. SBLC does important work to permanently protect crucial
wildlife habitat and corridors, valuable forestland and ecologically significant wetlands
which help keep our water clean. The SBLC made a big move this week to their new
headquarters at 809 E Midland Street across from Bart's Steakhouse. Their new home will
allow them to have a street presence and have many fun, informative events that will
support their mission to preserve the quality of life for all of us! Click here for more
details and how you can support SBLC. Please check out SBLC's Facebook page for
current updates.

Thanks to All Our Military, Past and Present, this Memorial Day!

Memorial Day is more than the federal holiday observed annually on the last Monday of May.
Formerly known as Decoration Day, it originated after the Civil War to commemorate the
fallen Union soldiers. By the 20th century Memorial Day had been extended to honor all
Americans who have died in all wars. Memorial Day is a day of remembering the men and
women who died while serving in the United States Armed Forces.
By the early 20th century, Memorial Day was an occasion for more general expressions of
memory, as people visited the graves of their deceased relatives in church cemeteries,
whether they had served in the military or not. Whether you are planning on watching the
Indianapolis 500, held since 1911, or Nascar’s Coca Cola 600, watching one of the many
parades that communities proudly put on or going to Northern Michigan to kick off the Summer season, take a moment to reflect on what
this significant holiday really means. We at Ayre/Rhinehart Bay wish to extend our sincere appreciation to all our dedicated service men
and women for their sacrifice in making America the home of the brave and land of the free.

Tax Relief!
If the simple words, “tax relief” doesn’t get your attention, I would be surprised. Yet there is some tax relief that has recently been enacted
in the state legislature and signed into law. Senator Dave Hildenbrand of Howell had successful passage of his bill #349 which grants an
extension to home buyers filing for homestead on the property they are buying for their personal residence. The annual deadline had been
st
st
May 1 of every year and now buyers have an additional month to June 1 to apply for the 18 mil school tax credit. There is a second filing
st
date of November 1 for those communities that still collect a portion, if not all, of their non-homestead mils on the December tax bill. In
addition, foreclosed properties will maintain their Principal Residence status even upon reverting back to the bank. Borrowers will be able to
qualify for financing on their properties and begin paying the lower tax rate as soon as they move into the home. This is a significant
savings to buyers of approximately 30% and should help generate additional sales of homes.
Education reform may be on the horizon for Realtors. By the end of 2012 there may be a draft of legislation to be reviewed for Realtor
support that increases the educational standard for agents. Right now, Michigan has one of the lowest educational requirements of any
state in the U.S. As reported by Robert Campau, Michigan Association of Realtors Vice President, “there is a strong sentiment that more
education and a more vibrant curriculum will result in more professionalism.” Reports have circulated that the current number of classroom
hours to qualify for the state exam could be tripled and the yearly continuing education credit hours could be doubled or tripled.

Around the Bay Summer- Fall 2012

A Holiday Recipe

May 19-20 Dow Run/Walk and Qualifier
Marathon
May 28 Midland and Saginaw Memorial
Day Parades
June 2-3 Michigan Antique Festival,
Midland Fairgrounds
June 7-10 Frankenmuth Bavarian
Festival
June 9-10 Bay City Riverside Art
Festival
June 21 Bay City Garden Walk
June 22-24 Dow Bay City River Roar
June 23 Beach Wellness Day at Bay
City State Park
June 23 & July 14 Vintage Baseball at
Carroll Park
July 5-7 Bay City Fireworks Festival
July 13-Aug 24 Fridays at the Falls
July 14 Be Cool Car Show
July 19-21 Downtown Sidewalk Days
Aug 2-5 Labadie Pig Gig
Sep 28-30 River of Time
Oct 4-7 Hell’s Half Mile Film Fest
Oct 14 Historical Museum Tour of
Homes

PATRIOTIC BERRY TRIFLE

Ingredients:
1/4 cup plus 2/3 cup sugar
1/4 cup water
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
1/4 tsp. almond extract
1 premade angel food cake cut into 1”
slices
1# cream cheese at room temperature
2 cups heavy cream at room temp
2 pints blueberries
2 pints strawberries, hulled and sliced

Directions:
Heat 1/4 cup sugar, the lemon juice and 1/4
cup water in a saucepan over medium-high
heat, stirring until the sugar dissolves.
Remove from the heat and stir in the almond
extract.
Brush both sides of each slice of cake with
the syrup. Cut the slices into 1” cubes.
Beat the remaining 2/3 cup sugar and the
cream cheese with a mixer on medium
speed until smooth and light. Add the cream
and beat on medium-high speed until
smooth and the consistency of whipped
cream.
Arrange half of the cake cubes in the bottom
of a 13-cup trifle dish. Sprinkle evenly with a
layer of blueberries. Dollop half of the cream
mixture over the blueberries and gently
spread. Top with a layer of strawberries.
Layer the remaining cake cubes on top of
the strawberries, then sprinkle with more
blueberries and top with the remaining
cream mixture. Finish with the remaining
strawberries and blueberries, arranging them
in a decorative pattern. Cover and refrigerate
for one hour.
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